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council who were chosen to examine the celebrated Gasket
letters, for he was absent at Berwick ; but he sat on the trial
of the Duke of Norfolk, and he joined in sending him to the
scaffold. He died in 1585, two years before Mary Stuart's
career was ended, but not before it was foreseen what that 5
end must be. One other claim must not be forgotten which
the second earl possesses upon the memory of Englishmen.
The famous Drake was born upon his estate at Tavistock.
The earl knew and respected his parents, and was godfather
to their child, who derived from him the name of Francis. It 10
was strange to feel that the actual remains of the man who
had played a part in these great scenes were lying beneath
the stones half a dozen yards from me. He sleeps sound,
and the jangle of human discord troubles him no more.
He had two sons, neither of whom  is in the vaults at 15
Cheneys.    Francis, the eldest, was killed while his father was
alive, in a skirmish on the Scotch border.   William fought at
Zutphen by the side of Philip Sydney,   For five years he was
Viceroy of Ireland, which he ruled at least with better success
than Essex, who came after him.    This William was made 20
Lord Russell of Thornhaugh, and brought a second peerage
into the family.    Their sister Anne was married to Ambrose
Dudley, Earl of Warwick, the brother of Elizabeth's Leicester.
The third earl, Edward, was the son of Francis who was
killed in the north, and succeeded his grandfather when a 25
boy of eleven. In him the family genius slept. He lived un-
distinguished and harmless, and died in 1627, having lelt unful-
filled even the simple duty of begetting an heir. He was
followed by his cousin Francis, son of Ms uncle, Lord Thorn-
haugh, and the divided houses again became one.                   30
This Francis was called the wise earl, He was a true
Russell, zealous for the Constitution and the constitutional
liberties of England. He had been bred a lawyer, and under-
stood all the arts of Parliamentary warfare. At the side of
Eliot, and Pym, and Selden, he fought for the Petition of 35